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● Examines the neurobiological and 
socio-behavioral science of adolescent 
development, and

● Explores how this knowledge can be 
applied to institutions and systems 
so that adolescent well-being, 
resilience, and development are 
promoted and systems address 
structural barriers and inequalities in 
opportunity and access

○ Educational System
○ Health System
○ Child Welfare System
○ Justice System



Defining Adolescence

● Period of development change  in a 
person’s life bridging childhood and 
adulthood

● Begins with onset of puberty and ends 
during mid-20s

● Encomposses 4 periods
○ Early Adolescence (10-12)
○ Middle Adolescence (13-15)
○ Late Adolescence (16-18)
○ Young Adulthood (19-25)



2020
The adolescent population is expected 
to become majority-minority by 2020.

2017
There were approximately 73.5 
million adolescents ages 10 to 
25 in 2017, representing 22.6 
percent of the U.S. population.



















Youth Engagement Is Necessary
“Youth cannot know how age thinks and feels, but old men are guilty if they forget 

what it is to be young.” - JK Rowling



Conclusion 


